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South Marston Parish Council Emergency Plan 

Co-ordinator: 

The Parish Council will appoint an Emergency Co-ordinator at each Annual 

Meeting of the Parish Council and they will act with the Clerk to: 

• review the emergency procedures and report to the Council once a year 

• Liaise with community groups and outside bodies on emergency planning 

issues 

• Act as a focal point for actions in the event of an emergency 

Communication: 

The Parish Council will post notices on emergency issues on the village website 

(www.southmarston.org.uk), the Facebook page and the twitter account. 

Where it is possible, notices will be hung on the parish noticeboards.  

Swindon Borough Council will post notices on emergencies effecting Swindon on 

the following radio stations: 

• GWR - 97.2 FM 

• BBC Radio Swindon - 103.6 FM 

• Brunel FM - 107.7 FM 

General Emergency Contact numbers:  

In case of emergency, please call 999.  

For less urgent enquiries the following can be used: 

• Swindon Borough Council Civil Protection Unit: 01793 464675 or 464873 

• Wiltshire Fire & Rescue: 0306 799 0019 (Fire Control) 

• Environment Agency: 03708 506 506 

• Great Western Hospital reception: 01793 604020 

• Wiltshire Police: 101 

• Thames Water: 0800 714 614 

• National Grid: 0800 111 999 

Flooding: 

The Parish Council has identified a flooding event like that of 2007 (see 

Appendix), when 54 houses were inundated, to be the predominant risk to the 

community.  

http://www.southmarston.org.uk/


  
 

Infrastructure Alleviation Measures 

Although preliminary investigations have been carried out as to possible 

modifications to the headwaters of the brooks running under Greenfields and 

from South Marston Park, no significant improvements have been made. 

Event Planning: 

Early warning: The Emergency Co-ordinator will monitor weather forecasts and 

Environment Agency flood warnings for an exceptional, > 1 in 25 year, flood 

risk. (Note: “Alerts” given by the EA do not presage a likely threat to local 

houses.)  

In the event of such warning the EC will liaise with the Clerk and arrange for the 

printing and delivery of the Flood Warning leaflet to the houses within the 

fluvial flood risk area as shown on the Flood Risk Map as well as publicising 

on the village website and in South Marston Community News where 

possible. 

The Flood Warning Leaflet will consist of a front sheet as at Appendix 4 checked 

as current and the leaflet at: 

http://wiltshireandswindonprepared.org.uk/media/files/flooding_advice.pdf                                                 

Appendix 1: Contact Details 

Borough: Jane Mungai:  JMungai@swindon.gov.uk 

Flood Forum: Jean.Timmins@Floodforum.org.uk  01299 403055 

Parish Council Clerk: clerksmpc@southmarston.org.uk   01793 686150 

Designated Parish Councillor/Emergency Planning Co-ordinator: Stuart Young 

Sand bag and sand supplier: Wickes online and others 

Tractor and off road vehicles: Roy Field 824773; 07747465510 Dale Wildern   

Appendix 2: Information Sources 

Flood Risk Map and Information: https://flood-warning-information.service.gov.uk  

Information: http://wiltshireandswindonprepared.org.uk : Resilience plan guide at 

http://wiltshireandswindonprepared.org.uk/media/files/4%20Steps%20to%20C

ommunity%20Resilience.pdf  

Appendix 3: The 2007 Event 

http://wiltshireandswindonprepared.org.uk/media/files/flooding_advice.pdf
mailto:Jean.Timmins@Floodforum.org.uk
mailto:clerksmpc@southmarston.org.uk
https://flood-warning-information.service.gov.uk/
http://wiltshireandswindonprepared.org.uk/media/files/4%20Steps%20to%20Community%20Resilience.pdf
http://wiltshireandswindonprepared.org.uk/media/files/4%20Steps%20to%20Community%20Resilience.pdf


  
 

A warning of a likely event was given by weather forecasters some days in 
advance.  

Brize Norton recorded 128 mm of rain for 19/20 July, with 90mm in one 6-hour 
period. This appears to have been a 1 in 200+ years event. See “The 
Exceptional Rainfall of 20 July 2007” Prior and Beswick, National Climate 
Information Centre http://www.metlink.org/wp-
content/uploads/2013/11/articles/rainfall_20july07.pdf   

There was widespread disruption across the region, with the following local 

effects observed: 

• Keypoint: storage pond probably adequate 

• Stratton and Honda: Brook from Kingsdown overwhelmed storage pond to 

the west of the Honda site and overflowed onto the Honda site and into the 

Honda drainage system. This filled the Honda storage pond, which went to 

failsafe and discharged the excess water into the drain that joins the 

stream from the Keypoint pond immediately to the North of Greenfields. 

The combined flows exceeded the capacity of the culvert under 

Greenfields and flowed over ground, inundating a significant number of 

properties in Greenfields and Highworth Road before finding the brook by 

Quarrybrook. 

• South Marston Park: The storage pond was inadequate and went to 

failsafe, with flooding to properties along Highworth Road through “the 

bends” before crossing the road and following the stream course south. 

Rather than following the historic route towards Nightingale lane, it flowed 

west along the newer course behind Pigeon House Farm and joined the 

main stream coming from Quarrybrook and houses downstream from this 

point were flooded.  

• South of A420: the culverts under the A420 and the railway were 

overwhelmed and properties along the A420 were flooded and the A420 

under Acorn Bridge became impassable for several days. The Borough 

subsequently constructed a bigger culvert under the A420 to alleviate 

flooding issues here, but it is doubted that this will prevent flooding in a 

2007 event. 

• The flow away from the village towards Nightingale Lane remained strong. 

• The flooding in the village was of short duration, with the waters receding 

overnight. However, the disruption was long lasting, with the insurance 

and loss adjusters being themselves overwhelmed. 

• The fire service attended. Dale Wildern used his tractor to ferry people 

along Highworth Road. The Hotel supplied sandwiches and was 

subsequently used to put up several residents whilst their homes were 

restored. 



  
 

Appendix 4:  Flood Warning Front Sheet 

SOUTH MARSTON FLOOD WARNING 

Delivered to you by South Marston Parish Council 

There are warnings of an approaching storm that may cause flooding to your 

property. 

This leaflet contains information and advice. You may also wish to contact family 

or friends  now to alert them and make plans. 

Parish Council Clerk: clerksmpc@southmarston.org.uk   01793 686150 

Designated Parish Councillor/Emergency Planning Co-ordinator: Stuart Young 

Sand bag and sand supplier: Wickes online and others 

mailto:clerksmpc@southmarston.org.uk

