
Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2025/26

We acknowledge as the members of:

SOUTH MARSTON PARISH COUNCIL

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of inlemal control, including arangements for
the preparation ofthe Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and beliel with
respect to theAccounting Statements lor the year ended 31 March 2026, thatl

1. We have pui rn place atranqements ror e(ective finahciat
managehenl dLnnq lhe year and lor the Oreparation of
lhe accounlinq statements.

Nepaad ls ec@mnng stalerehts k aqwi @
with the A@uts ahd Audit Regulat@ns.

2. W€ maintained an adequals sysl€m or inte@l @otrcl
including mBasures designod lo pEvert.nd det€c1 iraud
and comption and.eviewed ils effe.rivenes

mde ptopet anangenents and accepted Esponsibjlity
lar salesuardins lhe public naney ahd resources in

3. We have assuEd o!.serv6 thaltheE a.e ro maliers
or actual or potenrial non-compliane with taws,
@qllations and Proper PEcti@s lhat could have a
slsnili.anl fnancaletrecl on the abilty of this
althdily lo @ndlct ils busine$ or manage its

has ahly dane what it has the legat pawer ta do and has
bnplied with P.oFs Practbes ih doihg so.

,1. We p.ovided proper opponunjty dlnna th€ year ior
rhe eter.ise of elecioB rights in accordance riti the
req! rements otlh6accou.ts and Audit R€gulations

dunng be yeat ga@ all peBons ktercsted the oppon@E b
in'pecl a4.! asl questions aboLl tllis arthority, accounts-

5. We canid od an as*ssn€nt of lh6 nsks lacing lhis
althority and took a pp ropnare sleps lo manage rhose
nsks, induding ihe inlroduction ol lhtemal conlrols and/or
exlemal jn$rane cowr rterc requrcd.

@t lec.l aa.! .lotuftnted lhe frnarciat and othe. .isks n
fa@6 and cleall with lhetu ptoperly.

6. We maintainsd th@lgholt the yearan adsquate and
efieciive system of int()ful audn ol he a@urning
re@.ds and conhol systems,

atGng.d lor a conp6E.t pe,lgon, ind.pend.hl ot l1e financial
@nlrcls and prcedures, Io gi@ an obje.liv€ iew oh whethet
intemal cantrols neel lhe needs of this snalet authotity.

7. We took appopr.t€ action on all malteb raised
in reports f.om inlemaland extemalaLdil

espoded ro matrers Ord,g'l,l b ns abedion by kt mal and

8. We considered lvhelherany litigal on liabililiesor
@mmilrnenrs, erenls d lransdjons, o@mng either
dLdng or ai€rlhe yea.+nd, have a linancialimpac.l oh
thisautonry and, where aDpbpnale, have ihduded lhem
in rhs aeounling siaterents.

didoe.l ewrythkg il sh@ld haye ebod hs busiE$ aclw
duriog the Wat iNnding ewnts lakkg place anor lhe year

9. (For local councils only) Trust firnds inclrdins
chanaaue. ln d. epacity .s the sole managing
trust€e we dlschargod our .ccountability
responsibillijes ror the fund(s)/a3sets, includirg
6@ncial rcPdting and, ifrequiDd, indepeodont
examinatior or audit

has met att al ns responsibililbs *herc, as a body
@Ooate, it is a @le n agins lrustae of a lo@l

l0-Wh haEputin place a@nge@ s forrhe effedive tI
and daia managemerlin accodanceWlh proper
praclices duing the year under review.

has n.de suiLble aiangen nts fat ls lT and data
aanagemenl and has @mplied wilh prcpet pactbe s in

Yes'means that this autharly

"Please provlde explanations to the externalauditor on a separate s heet for each 'No' response and describe
how the authority will address the weaknesses identilied. These 3he€ts must be published with the Annual
Govem6nce Statement.

Signed by the Chair and Clerk otthe meeting where
approvalwas given:

4n'

This Annual Govemance Slatement was approved at a
meeting oflhe authority onl

tLl€,( / ?L
end recorded as minute reference:

4" /L(- LT
Chair

Clerk
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No

4-



Assertion 10

The Parish Council has responded no to assertion 10 because we did not meet all

requirements for this new assertion, which was introduced mid-year. We will remedv this by

doing the following:

- Accessibility statement to be drafted and published

- Data protection policy to be drafted, adopted and published

- Publicadon scheme willbe updated, adopted and published

All for the July 2025 council meeting.

Practicalities of a full data audit to be investigated and planned with intention to complete

by end Q2 (sept 26).

We also intend to assess any requirement for data protection traininB and address this if

required.

Kevin Morgan

Clerk & RFO


