
Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2025/26

We acknowledge as the members of:

SOUTH MARSTON PARISH COUNCIL

1. We have put in pla.e arangements for effective frarcial
management dlring theyear and for lhe preparation of
lhe accoLnling statemenls

2. W€ rointained an adeqGte system of intemal @nlrci
induding measures designed lo pEv€ri and detecl f€ud
and corupton and reviered ils effectivenes.

mado ptoper nagenenls dd a@pled reEDnsbilny
lot saleguaftring the pdic nbrey aN @M k

3, We have assu.ed ourse ves lhal lhere Ere nomalleB
ot aciual or poleniial ron-ompliance wilh laws,
regulgtions and P.oper PBcIi@s lhal could have a

signif@nl fnancial efted on tE abilily of rhis
.uhonly io @ndu.l iG business or manage ils

has ahly clane what it has the leqal pawer to do and has
conplied wilh Propat Pq.tices in daing sa

4. W€ prov ded prop€r opportLnilv during the year for
the exercie ol eledoE nghb in ac.ordan@ with the
reqli.ements of lhe A@unts and Audil Reguknons.

during lhe year gave al persons inter*lad lhe apponunlty to
irsp6cl and ask quesnors about this aulhotily's a@oLhts,

5. we eried dt an assessMt of rh6 ,isls t&ing lhis
aulhortyand tek appropriale sleps lo manage tho6e
nsks, incllding the lniroduction ol inlemal@ntrols and/o.
extemal insu.ance cover whe€ required.

fa@s and deaft wilh kon propeiy.

arahgccl for a enpctcnt person, k.Lpehdent ol the fina.cial
@tltols an t prc@dure' to sive ah obiectre vid @ *hethat
hlefral conlt ls @t lhe needs .n hs snaltet attDttlt.

7. We look appropriale aclioh on allmalteB raised
ln repods irom iotemaland exemalEudit.

esponded to natteB btought ta is anenlon by intenal and

8. We considered whelher any ,iligalion, liabilities or
cornmibnmls, evants or b_aEctions, @udng ether
d!,ing or after lh€ ye.r+nd. have a nnancial impacl d
lhis authoriryand, where appropnale, have includ€d them
in lh6 acounling sGlem€nts.

TS. (Forloc.lcounclbonly)Trustlundiincluding
oh.ritable.ln o!.c.p.city as th€ sole managing
trBtee re di*h.rged our .ccountability
r€.ponsibitnes torlfie fund(s)1a66€ts, including
Iinancial repo.ting and, if requned, independ€ht
€xrmination or.udil.

has met al af its espansibilines whete, $ a body
copoate, il is a sole nanaging tunee of a local

10. We ha@ putin plae amngemerGforthe effective lT
and dala managem€nl in adrdance wnh p.oper

Practi6 dunns lh. Year under revi.w.

has nade sunable anahgenentsfar its lT .nd dat.
naoag.rent aod hr. complk d tuilh gtope. pa<rices k

'Please provide explanations to the externalauditor on a separate sheet for each 'N o' response and describe
howthe authority willaddress the weaknesses identified, These sheets must be published with the Annual
Governance Statement.

Signed by the Chak and Clelk of lhe meeting where
approvalwas given:

Chair {n,
Clerk

SOUTHMARSTON.ORG,UK
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our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound syslem oI internal control, including arrangements foa
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and beliel with
respect to theAccounting Statements for the year ended 31 l\,Iarch 2026, that:

This Annual Govemance Statemem was approved at a
m€eting ofthe authority on:

u- loa /?,ozc
and recorded as minute refurencel

+-? /LL- L}

l Y* | N"' l Yes'naansthatthisa hotity:

ptepared its acbunling statements in accotdan@

''nh 
h. Accouhts and Audit Regulations,

6- We minlained threughNt ,le yea. an adequat€ and
€feli@ syslem or inteml audil or lhe a@niinq
re@ds and @nlrol sysiem.

discbse.l evettthing il shauld have abaut ils business aclivity
dunrg the year irchldkg ewnb taking place aftq the yeat

NO

4-



Assertion 10

The Parish council has responded no to assertion 10 because we did not meet all

requirements forthis new assertion, which was introduced mid-year We will remedy this by

doing the following:

- Accessibility statement to be drafted and published

- Data protection policl to be drafted, adopted and published

- Publication scheme will be updated, adopted and published

All for the July 2026 council meeting.

Practicalities of a full data audit to be investigated and planned with intention to complete

by end Q2 (Sept 26).

We also intend to assess any tequirement for data protection training and address this if
required.

Kevin Morgan

Clerk & RFo



Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2025126 fot

SOUTH MARSTON PARISH COUNCIL

'187,333
Total balances and reseNes at lhe beginning ofthe yeat
as recalled in the llnancial rec.nds- Value must agrce
to Box 7 of previous year.

1. Balances brought
167 324

Tatal amount af Uecept (or far tDBs rates and levies)
rcceived arrcceivable in the year. Exclude any grants

2. (+) Precept or Rates and
65,564 72,704

3. (+) Total other receipts
93,835 32,341

Tatatincome ar receipts as recaftled inthe cashbaok less
the precept ot ntes/levies rcceive.l (ttne 2) tnctude any

30,460 39,544
Total expenditurc o. patrnents nade to and on behaff
of aI enployees- lnclude gl.!ss sa/arbs and wages,
enployers Nl cantibutions, employeB pensian
cantributions, gratuities and severcnce paynents-

4. O Staff costs

0 0
Total expendrture ar payrnents of capital and interest
made duing the year on the authotity s bono ngs (if any).

5. C) Loan Lnteresvcap ta

Iotat expen.ltu.e or paymenls as rccorded in lhe cash"
book iess siaflcosrs (rne 4) and laan interest/capital

6. (-)Al other payments
108,935 67,269

187,333 185,565
tad balan, e- "no te.?aes dt thF cnd afthp yeat
nust e.luat (1+2+3) (4+5+6)

7. (=)Balances caned

31 l/arch
2025
I

31 [4arch
2026

€

Please round all flgures to nearest I:1 - Do nat leave any
baxes blank and repon fA or Nil balances. Alltigures
,,nust agree to undenying financial recotds.

8, Totalvalue of cash and
shod term inveslments 176,904 184,800

The sum of allcurcnt and deposit bank accounts. cash
holdings and shott tern invesinents held as at 31 March
To agrce with bank reconciliation.

9. Total fixed asseis plus
long term investme.ts 176,625 178,226

The value af all the prapefty the autharity awns it is ma.le
up ofal/ /ts fixe.l assets ard long tern tnvestments as at

The aurstanding capttalbalance as at 31 
^,4arch 

afal loans
frcn thd panies (including PWLB).

11 Do lhe fgures n the
accounting statements above
exc ude any lrLrst lransactions?

For Widance refer to the Pradnioners' Guide sections 231 to 2-33.

I certify that for the year ended 3'l lvarch 2026 ihe Accounling
Statements in thisAnnual Governance and Accountabilit
Retum have been prepared on either a receipts and payments
or inc.me and expenditure basis following the guidance in
Gove.nance and Accounlability for SmallerAuthorities - a
Pmctitioners' Guide to Proper Practices and presenl fairly
the financial position of this auihority.

Signed by Respohsible Fanancial Otticer before being
presented to the authority for approval.

I confirm that theseAccounting Statements were
approved by th s authority on this date:

t6/oL/ZoL6

as recorded in minule reference:

+t /26-L+
Signed by chair of the meeting lvhere the Aocounting
Statements were approvedz t-.Date

tL l o.foLL
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o .l

Fo. Local Councils Only No



Annual lnternal Audit Report 2025/26

Ouring the nnancial year ended 31 [,4arch 2026 this authority s ntsrnal audrtor acting ifldependently and on the
basis of an assessment of risk, carried out a selective assessment oi compliance wtlh the relevanl procedures and
controls in operalion and obtained appropriale evidence from lhe auihorty
The rnterna aud( for 2025126 has been carrred out in accordance with lhis a!]thority s needs and planned coverage
On the basls of the find ings n th e area s examlned, the internal aud t conclu slons are s! mmar sed n th rs table. Set
oui below are the obtectives of interral control and alongs de are the inlernal audit conclLrs ons on whether. in att
significant respects lhe controi oblectives were being achleved throughoul ihe nnancatyearto a standard adeqlate
to meet the needs oilhis authorty.

For any other r sk aeas idenl i6d by thls aulhorjly adequare controls existed {rist any other risk areas oD separale sheets ir needed)
Date(s) nterna audlt undedaken Name of pe.son who carrted out rhe hrernat aud t

2810512026 f.4rs R Darkin-Mitter LLB(Hons) BFp FCA

Signalure oi person who
ca ed outlhe interna aLrdit

SOUTH MARSTON PARISH COUNCIL

SOUTHMARSTON.ORG.UK

04106t2026

A Approp ate acco!nlng records have be:n pr.pery keFt throughout the finandalyear
B. Th s authoily comp ed wilh ts I nancia reg ul6t ons payments were supporled by invo ces, al

erpendlture was aDproved and VAT was appropr ately scco! nted for

C. Thls aulhoity assessed the sign fcanl isks to ach ev ng i1s obiectives and .eviewed rhe adequacy
oi affangemenls to rnarage these.

D, The p.e.epl or lates requlrement resllled iroh 2n adequale budgetary proc€ss: progress agar.st
the budgetwas regu arly mon tored: and reserves we.e appropriaie

E. Erpected ncorne was lu ly received based on correct prces. property reco.ded and pmmplty
ba,tad a1d V^T ra( app op "'e ) ar.o- neo ,o.

i cash payme.ts wee p.opedy s!pported by r€ceipts allcash erpenditure was app.oved and
VAT approprialely accounled for Nte

G. Salaries ro employees a.d allowances io members we€ paid n accordance with rhis alrhorty's
approvals and PAYE and Nlrcquiremeirs were prcpery appted.

H. Asset and lnvestmenls regrslers were complete and accurate and prope.ly ma ntained
l- Per od c bank accounl re.onc alLons were propery cared out dun
J. Accolrllng slalemen:s prepared dlrng the year were prepared on the correct accoun|ng b.sts (re@ prs

and pay.ncnls orincohe and expendilue), agreed 10 the cash book, supported by an adeluate aud i
lra I from lnd6ryrng records and u/here appropriate debtoB and ffeditoE were propeny recoded

R. lrthe aulho ily ced fed ilse I as ex€npt from a llhited assurance reliew i.2024/25 itmelrhe
exernption criier a a nd correctly dec ared tseif exe'npt. // f the aLttho.ity had . t,nite.i assuance
revtev:.ins 202.tt25 AGAF] iick n.lcar.rc.1)

L The arlhor ty published rhe requned nrfomation on a webs telwebpage up to date ar the tme of the
nlerhslaudit n ac.o.dance wth ihe.e eva.t teqislaiion

M.ln lheyear covercd bythisAGAR, the aulhoity cotrecUy provided fo.a peiod to. the erercise of
plb c righls as reqlted by th€ Acoou.t6 and Audit ReguLr ona l.]rinq th. 2A25/26 A?AR pc.jad
vlere puLlic n(jhls t, relatton ta the 2A2+25 A9AR evnbnce.l bv a natice an the 6,ehsita 7n.1/or

,r .ies ! -fr,.nq ...a dcre:
N The aulhor ty has complied with ihe plbtnraUon requirements fcr 2024125 AGAR

/seeAG/ln Page 1 clidadce rvoiesl

O'lhealthortyhascompledwith avrs r€gulatons & p.cpe.praclces relaUng to digdatand data
€Lra

Trusl lunds ( nc udiog charitable), The council mei irs resoonsibiiries as a trustee
P. (For l@alcouncils only)

l6te.nal control obiective
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'11 th. E.pon$ I. .o pr66. 6irt6 th6 implic.tio.. .nd acrbn b.lng rak n to .ddFs .ny wakh6. in @nt.o, id. ifiod (dd
s6pa..te shoet lt n*d.d).
-Nole. lI lhe 6pon3e 13 nol @wreo' prease slare $rren oe mogl re..nl [nemat aod[ wor* v/a3 done n this ar.a and *h.n ir ig nen plaMe<,i or,'co*rage 5 rl Equrd lhe arnLat inremat sJ& FDof,mu'lexpt irwiynoi\ado sepa.aE sreets reedfu,



SOUTH MARSTON PARISH COUNCIL AGAR 2025/26

Test O: Assertlon 10-Didtaland Data

Durint the year the requirements ofthe Council's Annual Governance Statement Assertions and of
the Annual lnternal Audit Report were expanded to include assurances and testing around Digital
and Oata. as a result, I have carried out new testing in this area. lfound that whilst the counci, is
compliant in relation to some requirements, it had not carried out the followin8 actions:
- The Clerk confkmed thatwebsite accessibility had been tested but there was no statement on the

- The authority has not carried out a fulldata audit ofalldata held;
- The authority has not adopted a data protedion policy;

The authority is did adopt an lT policy but not u nltl !6112125; end
- The ICO publication scheme is not published on the Council's website.

Asd esult, hdve rFsponded 1o'forlhrslest.

R Darkin-Miller LLB (Hons) 8FP FCA 04/06/25

l,----J!(--.=-


