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During the financialyear ended 31 lllarch 2026, this auihorily's internal anditor acling independently and on the
basis of an assessment of risk, caffied out a selective assessment ofcompliance wilh the relevant ptocedures and
controls in operation and oblained appropriate evidence from the aulhority.

The internal audit for 2025/26 has b€en caried out in accordance with this authority s needs and planned coverage.
on the basis ofthe findings in the areas examined, the intemalaudit conclusions are summarised in lhis table. Set
out below are lhe objectives of jnlemal conirol and alongside are the internalaudii conclusions on whether, in all
signilicant rcspects. the control objectives were being achieved throughout ihe flnancialyearto a standard adequate
to meet lhe needs olthis aulhority,

For any oher nsk a€es idonffed by thB auhoity ad€quate onlrols orsted (list any ouBr i.k a€a3 otr s€paEte she€ls if nee.l€d).

Dat6(s) internalaudii uMerraken Name ofPeBon who cari€d outthe internalaudit

28|OSDO26 Mrs R Darkin-Miller LLB(Hons) BFP FCA

Srsnarure o, person who 0410O12026
Ldfirpd oufihe nlernd a-d Dal,

'r rhe r.sponse is 'no'plEa.. stlte lho lmpllcation6 tnd a.tion b.hg rak n 60 .drlr€$ ..y 6.kM3 ir 6ntol idcnrlfierl {.d<,
lepar.re *to.rs r nsd.d),
'nol.: I lhe response ]3 'not c.wred' please sEle klren tr€ mosr re.ad htemal audn noit s!! d66€ m 0G ar€a ahd *iEn il is nexl danrelti or,

ii @Erage is not rsquied, the an@.l inremal audn l9pon nusi explgin lrhy nol (add 6€paBle theels if needed),

A. Appropiate accounling records have been propedy kept th.olghout 6re iinancialyear

A. This authoiv complied with B nnancial r€gulations. payments wers suppodsd by mvolcos. all
erpBnditure was approved end VA'a was approp ately .ccounied ior.

C. This author ty assessed the signilicant rsks to achieving its objectv€s and .eview€d tte adequacy
of arrgnqomenis to manaqe th6s6.

D. The precepl or rates requiremoni resulled lrom an adequate budgetary prccessi progress against
lhe bLrdgelwas rcgularly monltored:and Eserues were apprcp ate.

E. Expected n.ome was tully rec€ivsd, based on coBect prlcos. prop€dy rccorded and promPfy
bankediand VAT was approprialely accounted io.

Nl+F, Cash paymentsw€re prope.ly supported by receipls, all.3sh expendiiure was approvsd and
VAT appropriately accounled for.

G. Salaries lo omployees and allowances to membeB were psid in accodance with lhis authoity's
approvals. and PAYE and Nl r€qutements we€ prcpeny appli6d.

H. Asset and investnenG registers wer6 complete and accurele and propedy meint6ined.

l. Pe odic bank ac.ount remncilialion3 were prcpe y car.ied out dunng lne year

J. ,rlccounting 3taEm6nts pepared dwing (1€ ye wBle prepared on ihe conect accounling basis (r6celpls

snd paymenls or in6nE and expendilu€), asrced io lh€ cash book, suppoded by an adequat6 aldil
trail tom undedying r€cords and vrhere appropriate debro6 arld crBditors w6re Prop€dy recorded.

K. ll the authority cedified ilself a3 ex6mpt lrcm a limited assuranc€ r€view in 2024125, il mel thg
exemption c teda 6nd cofiacUy doclaned iLsell erempt. (if lhe aulho.lty had a limited assurance
rcview of fts 2024/25 AGAR tbk "not covere{)

L. The auihorily published the required inrormauon oo a wsbsite/webpage up to date al the time of thg
nt€rnalaudil n accordanc€ with the elevant leqislatlon.

ii. ln lhe ye& covered by this AGAR, th6 althodty cotrecdy provided for a pedod for the erercis€ of
publi. rlghts as rcquircd by lh€ Ac@u.b and Audit Regulatiis @unng the 202u26 AaAR P.nod
were public nghb in ,elation lo the 2024-25 AGAR ovidancad by a natEe on the website and/ot
authonly apqdvsd ntnutos confimins the dates set).

N, Thealthoritv has compliedwith the publication requnements ior 2024125 AGAR

lsee AGAR Page 1 Guidanco Nates).

o Th6 suthor ty has complied with laws. r€gulations a proper praclices rclati.g lo digiial and data

I
P. (For 106l council! only)

Trust funds (includlng ch€riiable) - The councilmetits responsibilities asa lruslee

Nol
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souTH MAnsToN pARtSH COUNCTL AGAR 202sl26

Test O: Assertion 10- Digitalend Data

During the year the requirements of the Councjl's Annual Governance Statement Assertions and of
the Annual lnternal Audit Report were expanded to include ajsu.ances and testing around Digital
and Data. As a result, I have carried out new testing in this area. I found that whilst the Council is
compliant in relation to some requirements, it had not carried out the foliowing actions:
- The Clerk confirmed that website accessibility had been tested but there was no statement on the
website;
- The authority has not carried out a full data audit of all data heldj
-The authority has not adopted a data protection policy;
- The authority is did adopt an IT policy but not u ntil L6/72125; and
- The ICO publication scheme is not published on the Council's website.

As a result, I have responded'no'for thjs test.

R Darkin-Miller LLB (Hons) BFP FCA 04/06/26


